Piano Vocal Commissioned by the Western Australian Primary Schools' Massed Choir Festival for 2020

AGAINST THE ODDS

In March 1907 at Bonnievale, near Coolgardie in Western Australia, Modesto Varischetti, a miner, was trapped in a mine which had flooded due to heavy
rain. After nine days he was rescued thanks to the heroic efforts of the mining community. In this incredible race against time, ingenuity, bravery, doggedness
and sheer desperation from many different people combined to save a man's life. Mines inspector Josiah Crabb was responsible for not giving
up on the possibility that Varischetti might be alive. His seven year old son Frank suggested that a diver could get down into the watery depths to
save Varischetti. Two divers, Frank Hughes and Tom Hearn, were able to effect the rescue. Varischetti's heroic tale was truly against the odds.
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Start slowly with just a few voices calling out, increase in intensity and frequency until bar 6, which should be a huge unison shout
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General cries of "it's flooding!", "noooo!", "go while you can!", "get out of the way!", "quick!"
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General cries of "it's flooding!", "noooo!", "go while you can!", "get out of the way!", "quick!"
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There's some-bo-dy there, there's some-bo-dy there! There's some-one there a-gainst the
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The piece continues for another 50 bars or so....



