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John	Henry	was	an	American	folk	hero	and	his	story	a	tall	tale.	He	worked	as	a	"steel-driver"—a	man	given	the	job	of		hammering	a	steel	drill	
into	rock	to	make	holes	for	explosives	to	blast	the	rock	away.	He	died	during	the	construction	of	a	tunnel	for	a	railroad.

In	the	legend,	John	Henry's	prowess	as	a	steel-driver	was	measured	in	a	race	against	a	steam	powered	hammer,	which	he	won,
only	to	die	in	victory	with	his	hammer	in	his	hand.	
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